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Sasha Buckley, mourning Rifleman
Daniel Hume, one of eight soldiers
whose bodies came home yesterday

e

A life sacrificed: The coffin of Rifleman Danl

SHE had tried to be strong,
fought so hard to hold back

her tears,

But the pain of watching her heroic
childhood swegtheart come home in
a coffin took ha Buckley almost
to the brink of collapse yesterday.

Clutching flowers, and with someone’s
steady hands on her shoulders, the
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20-year-old joined thousands of others in
tribute to Britain’s fallen soldiers, home
from Afghanistan.

Her friend, Rifleman Daniel Hume, 22,
was one of eight repatriated after one of
the darkest days in the eight-year war.

They died in a 24-hour period, the heav-

el Hume (pictured inset) arrives at RAF Lyneham yesterday

iest loss of combat troops so far and the
worst casualty tally since 14 died in a
Nimrod explosion in Afghanistan in 2006.

An estimated throng of 4,000 lined the
main street through Wootton Bassett,
the Wiltshire market town which tradi-
tionally turns out to honour the dead
after they are transported from RAF
Lyneham nearby.

At first the eight coffins were met with
silence, a still envelope of mourning and

Too much to bear: His grieving sweetheart Sasha Buckley

respect. But suddenly applause broks
out, cutting through the solemnity o
this deeply poignant farewell - and open
ing the floodgates of grief.

Weeping young men strode out into th
cortege to place flowers and a footbal
shirt on the hearse above one of th
coffins. Relatives buckled in tears a:
the procession passed by. It was the mos|
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